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6 In the Field: Preparing for 
What may Happen During 
Research

Objectives
To illustrate how to listen effectively to the children with whom 
you are researching

To establish what the children may want to know about the 
researcher

To explore ways in which to overcome issues that might arise 
during research such as children talking too much or not 
speaking at all

To discuss the role of the gatekeepers during research with 
children

To consider practical matters associated with collating data.

Introduction
The previous chapters describe exactly what needs to be done before a research 
study with children can be conducted and addresses issues such as an ethical ap-
proach to research, research design and engaging the children you are research-
ing with. The chapters that follow this one consider the best approach to ana-
lysing, presenting and disseminating the data that has been collated during the 
research study. This chapter, however, is designed to ensure that the researcher is 
prepared for what may happen during the research study. 

It may be that you have planned your study ethically and have incorporated a 
variety of techniques to engage the children you are researching with. The plan-
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ning chapter, Chapter 5, detailed the need for contingency planning and the 
research design chapter, Chapter 3, posits a variety of methods for different age 
groups and encourages careful thought in both planning and executing any pro-
posed research study with children. Yet novice researchers in particular may be 
surprised at what can happen when conducting research with children and this 

Regardless of how well a research study has been planned if, as a researcher, you 
are unfamiliar with children, there are a number of issues that may arise during 
the research that can cause confusion or cause for concern. The quality of the 

2005) and the brevity of some responses may cause the researcher to question 

to elaborate on what he/she has said. Simply not understanding the response is 
commonplace when researching with children. This following section then will 

-
ing the research process what the child is trying to express and how to develop 
or provide a context to the answers that are being given. This chapter will also 
explore the following: listening to what children say; children who like to talk 
and those who do not; children who want to become gatekeepers; gatekeepers 
who want to become researchers; gatekeepers, power and advice; setting param-
eters; and boundaries and technology and equipment.

Understanding what Children Say

Scenario 6.1

Joanna was interviewing Daniel, an 8 year old boy, about what food he brought 
to school in his lunchbox as the focus of her research was about peer group 

-
ping’ of lunch items, shopping for lunch items and what the children’s friends 

of fairy cakes from a pile of food items cut out of magazines by the researcher 
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